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Valkyries tells the story of a teenage girl in the '70s who commits herself to Jesus at a tent meeting

and is then immediately plunged into her family's traumatic breakup, which results in violent abuse

from her father and neglect from her mother. Finally sent away to a Catholic boarding school for

girls, Tracey recognizes some hard truths about her own anger and her inability to possess inner

goodness - in spite of being a Christian. She also discovers, in the course of things, an unexpected

talent for basketball.All Through the Blood follows Tracey's story as she continues her schooling

and her quest for spiritual purity, despite tragic events that threaten to leave her in despair.About the

title: The Valkyrie, a female warrior from Norse mythology, is the basketball team's mascot - but this

mythological figure takes on much deeper significance for Tracey as she struggles for spiritual

victory.
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The two-volume story VALKYRIES has been billed as "a hard-hitting novel about the grace of God".

The description is indeed apt, because this story pulls no punches. It is by far the most honest,

compelling, non-stereotypical, and thought-provoking Christian novel for young adults that I have

ever read.The heroine, Tracey, is not some paper saint -- she is a fully believable character whose

struggles and doubts are very real. Nor are the challenges that she faces as a young believer

downplayed or oversimplified. As Tracey seeks to grow in her newfound faith and take a stand for

Christ in a hostile environment, the errors she makes and the failures and disappointments she



experiences teach important truths about God's mercy, grace, and love. Yet the story is far from

preachy, and the lessons are never glib.One of the most remarkable things about this story is the

richness and depth of the characterization. Although Tracey's conversion from Catholicism and her

subsequent opposition to Catholic doctrines and practices are central to the book, the Catholic

characters are not demonized, nor the evangelicals glorified. Neither can any one of the characters

be reduced to a mere stereotype -- not even the apparent villains of the piece, like Tracey's abusive

father or the harshly dictatorial principal of her Catholic school. Each person Tracey meets,

regardless of their beliefs, is portrayed as a real human being, with virtues as well as faults. As

such, the story rings true to life.The dialogue in the book flows easily and naturally from the

characters, without any of the golly-gee hokiness or wooden diction that infects many Christian

novels.
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